
2024-25 Creative Entrepreneur 
Accelerator Program Info Session



Your Hosts

• Rachael Hartman, Community Impact Director

• Krista Williams, Grants & Scholarship Administrator



Centre Foundation
Community Foundation serving Centre County since 1981

Our mission: to inspire and facilitate a culture of giving 
and engagement that cultivates a vibrant, equitable, and 
inclusive community

Over $4m invested in our community annually through 
programs, scholarships, and grants



Agenda
• Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator (CEAP) Overview

• Guidelines and Eligibility

• Application Process



Creative Entrepreneur
Accelerator Program



Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
• The mission of the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA) is 

to strengthen the cultural, educational, and economic vitality of 
Pennsylvania's communities through the arts.

• Overarching value: diversity, equity, and inclusion – Promote 
equitable access for all Pennsylvanians to participate fully in a 
creative life and in the diverse forms of arts and culture in the 
commonwealth.

• Learn More: https://www.arts.pa.gov/

https://www.arts.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx


Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator Program
• Partnership between the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, PPA Partners, 

and SBDCs serving creative entrepreneurs in Centre, Clinton, Clearfield, 
and Huntingdon counties

• Pairs creative entrepreneurs with access to free small business consulting 
services and $2,000 grants to form or grow your creative small business

• Centre Foundation has issued 23 grants for a total of $45,475



Summer 2024 Timeline
• Application opens: Tuesday, June 25

• Application closes: Thursday, August 15

• Award notification: September 2024

• Grant activity period: September 2024 – September 2025

• Final report due: October 2025



Winter 2025 Timeline
• Application opens: January 2025

• Application closes: March 2025

• Award notification: April 2025

• Grant activity period: April 2025 – April 2026

• Final report due: May 2026



Guidelines and Eligibility



Guidelines
• Guidelines available online: Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator

https://centre-foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/CEA-Program-Guidelines.pdf


Eligibility
Applicants must:

• Be at least 18 years of age

• Be a current resident of Pennsylvania for at least one year

• To apply through Centre Foundation, you must reside in Centre, 
Clearfield, Clinton, or Huntingdon counties

• Manage a business with gross revenue of less than $200,000 or intend 
to form or operate a business in Pennsylvania

• Have not received Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator funding in the 
past three years



Eligibility, Continued
• Operate in one or more of the following creative industries: 

• Marketing – Advertising and marketing agencies & professionals
• Architecture – Architecture firms & architects
• Visual Arts & Crafts –Galleries, artists, artisans & makers
• Design – Product, interior, graphic, and fashion design firms and 

designers
• Film & Media – Film, video, animation, TV & Radio businesses
• Digital Games – Companies, programmers & individuals producing 

games
• Music & Entertainment – Producers, venues, musicians & 

performers 
• Publishing – Print or electronic businesses & content creators, 

editors & writers



Application Process and 
Online Grant Portal



Step 1: Meet with Referral Coordinator
• Request a free consultation with an approved Referral Coordinator

• Clarion SBDC, Penn State SBDC, St. Francis SBDC, Happy Valley 
LaunchBox, PA Wilds Center, or Startup Alleghenies 

• Referral Coordinator reviews your business plan and refers you to 
Centre Foundation for grant application



Step 2: Complete the Application
• Centre Foundation will begin accepting applications on Tuesday, June 

25, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. on our online portal

• Following your meeting with a Referral Coordinator, you will receive an 
email containing the application URL and access code

• Applications will be reviewed on a first come, first served basis until the 
application portal closes on Thursday, August 15, 2024 at 11:59 p.m.

• Only applicants who have completed a meeting with a Referral 
Coordinator will be considered. However, meeting with a Referral 
Coordinator does not guarantee that a grant will be made.



Applications must be submitted through Centre Foundation’s 
Online Grant Portal at www.centre-foundation.org

How to Apply

http://www.centre-foundation.org/


Log On Screen



Creating a New Account



Using the Access Code



Application Tips
• Read the Guidelines thoroughly

• Create Grant Portal account ahead of time

• Preview the grant application questions

• Be as detailed and specific as possible

• Doublecheck/proofread your application before submitting

• Ask questions if you are unsure of anything



Step 3: Notification & Award
• If awarded, grant recipients will be required to electronically sign a 

Grant Agreement using Centre Foundation’s Grant Portal

• Once you sign the Grant Agreement, you will be asked to complete an 
Evaluation Survey through PCA’s Evaluation Partner

• Following completion of survey, funds will be sent via check in October 
2024

• The grant activity period is one year (September 2024 – September 
2025), though most grantees utilize funding right away



Step 4: Utilize the Grant!
Grant funds must support business formation or development. Eligible 
uses include:

• Professional fees for workshops, consultants, and career coaching.
• Participation in events, trade shows, festivals, etc. that offer access to 

audience and revenue generation potential.
• Business development fees for courses or seminars for business skills.
• Research and development.
• Marketing and promotion.
• Development or upgrades to technology related to business practices.
• Studio/rehearsal/retail space rent.
• Reasonable fees for supporting/collaborating artists.
• Purchase of supplies and/or equipment.



Step 4: Utilize the Grant!
Grant funds cannot be used for the following purposes:

• Activities outside the funding period.
• Activities that have a religious purpose.
• Payments to lobbyists.
• Activities for which academic credit is given.
• Offsets to regular business operating costs, including regular salary or 

wages.
• Hospitality, food, or beverages.

Questions about what is or isn’t an eligible expense? Contact Krista at 
krista@centre-foundation.org 

mailto:krista@centre-foundation.org


Step 5: Reporting
• A final report will be due in October 2025, one year after receiving the 

grant describing the use of funds.

• Receipts and an itemized list of how funding was spent are required 
as part of the final report.

• Receipts must total at least $2,000.

• You will also be asked to complete a closing Evaluation Survey through 
PCA’s Evaluation Partner.



Get in touch!
Centre Foundation

Web: www.centre-foundation.org

Phone: (814) 237-6229

Rachael Hartman, Rachael@centre-foundation.org

Krista Williams, Krista@centre-foundation.org

mailto:Rachael@centre-foundation.org
mailto:Krista@centre-foundation.org


Questions?

Follow Us!

facebook.com/centrefoundation

instagram.com/centrefoundation
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